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Bushfire recovery

Blazing friendships and helping the community

Welcome to the September issue of Community Capers, volume 262. Our October issue will be distributed on Thursday, October 1. The deadline 
for this issue is Tuesday, September 15. News items, events, dates for the calendar etc. are inserted free. Email them to the editor, Brent Barlow at 
brenbar@winsoft.net.au or phone Brent on 6379 1020. For details and prices on advertising, sponsorship etc., contact Brian Neaves on 6379 4092.
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We invite you to talk to our Technicians direct:

Servicing Your Area Once a Week

Protect your family 
from the deadly ones 
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our Spring Special

Its Spider Time 
Again!

10%
OFF

Refer a neighbour and you both 
get 10% o� a spider treatment!

Are White Ants 
Eating Your Home?
Pest Alert are o�ering our 

services to carry out a 
renewal of all termite 

baiting and monitoring
 programs at a very 
competitive price!

Kandos Rylstone Community Radio  
* KRR 98.7 FM *  

Live Streaming at krrfm.org.au

Council’s Bushfire Liaison Officer will be available 
at Kandos Library every Friday throughout August 
and September from 11.00am to 1.00pm to 
provide advice and assistance. These sessions 
are being delivered in accordance with COVID-19 
health orders and may be subject to change should 
those orders be revised. 
Chainsaw operations: TAFE NSW are offering a 
number of free short courses tailored to providing 
the skills needed to help rebuild bushfire impacted 
communities. If you are interested in attending a 
future Chainsaw Operations course in Lithgow run 
over two days, please register your interest with 
Council’s Bushfire Liaison Officer 0447 092 639.

The Olinda Hall, east of Rylstone and Kandos has 
become a mini BlazeAid village, reaching out to 
help local people. The volunteer-based organisation 
works with families and individuals in rural Australia 
after natural disasters such as fires and floods. 
Working alongside the rural families, volunteers help 
to rebuild fences and other structures  that have 
been damaged or destroyed. Equally important, 
volunteers  also help to  lift the spirits of people 
who are often facing devastating losses through 
bushfires. BlazeAid volunteers work in a  disaster-
affected area for many months, not only helping 
individuals and families, but also helping rebuild 
the local communities. At Olinda, there is a great 
feeling of friendship amongst the small village of 
helpers. Many of them enjoy the lifestyle and have 
been volunteering with BlazeAid for some time. 
They go where they are needed, towing their vans 
or taking their camping gear with them, seeing the 
countryside and meeting local people.
If you would like to volunteer some of your time 
to become part of a team helping your community 
for awhile, BlazeAid will 
welcome you. Being a 
BlazeAid volunteer is easy. 
You don’t need any fencing 
experience, just a willingness 
to give it a go and learn on 
the job. You can volunteer 
for a day or two, or a week 
or more. Simply contact the 
Olinda Camp Coordinator, 
Meg on 0487 924 078. 
If she’s busy in the kitchen or the office, leave a 
message and she’ll get back to you. Volunteers 
must be aged 12 years and older and any volunteers 

under the age of 18 years must be accompanied 
and supervised by a responsible adult. 
In this time of COVID-19, social distancing, washing 
hands regularly and disinfecting toilet door handles 
etc and wearing masks (if you are near others) are 
mainstream in BlazeAid camps. Morning Muster is 
usually around 7.30am each morning, following on 
from breakfast. Fencing teams are out every day 
of the week, Monday to Sunday, including public 
holidays. At Morning Muster, you will join a fencing 
team, with a team leader who knows how to fence. 
The Camp Coordinator will welcome everyone, and 
run through a safety talk, then you will head out 
with your team. During the day, you’ll work side-by-
side with the owner to help clear debris and rebuild 
or replace fences, then return to basecamp around 
3pm to relax and chat before tea. You can also pay 
back BlazeAid’s amazing generosity by helping out 
at the camp, helping with meal preparation, and 
dropping off food or any other “yummies” which 
are welcomed at any time.

The historic Olinda Hall has been turned into a mini-
village for volunteers working with BlazeAid. Please 

call in if you can help

BlazeAid volunteers helping the local community with 
fencing in the Olinda-Cox’s Creek area.



Capers info

When steam was king

Highway upgrade

The joy of a swing

Community Capers is published by Kandos Rylstone 
Community Radio Inc. (KRR) at PO Box 99, Kandos 
NSW 2848. Funding has also been provided by the Mid-
Western Regional Council and we acknowledge their 
support. Thank-you also to businesses and individuals 
across the region who have placed advertising or 
sponsored pages. Our publication could not continue 
without your support. Thank you everyone. 
Community Capers is a publication where community 
groups and other organisations can list their meeting 

Country to Canberra
times, events, dates and venues. Please send all 
information to the editor, Brent Barlow, 38 Mudgee 
Street, Rylstone, NSW 2849, or email him at brenbar@
winsoft.net.au or phone him on 6379 1020. If meeting 
times or dates etc. change, please contact Brent as 
soon as possible with corrections. Advertising space is 
limited but we do require advertising support to fund 
our newsletter. Usually it’s on a “first in, best dressed” 
basis. If you wish to advertise or sponsor a page, please 
contact Brian Neaves on 6379 4092.
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www.elgas.com.au

Join today to  
receive your

$80 Welcome 
Package*

Reliable. Local. Safe.
*Terms and conditions apply.

No 
Contract
to Sign

Australia’s  
Leading LPG  
Provider

- Connect to Elgas and save
- Quick and easy online payments & orders
- Trust our local, friendly and reliable services

Great Deals on at
Rylstone AG Supplies 

74 Louee St Rylstone

PH 6379 1406

Chain Saws
MS 170 – Chain Saw just $249

MS 180 Chain Saw - $299
BG 56 Petrol Leaf Blower $279

It’s a STIHL so you  
Know it’s good 

 Your local bloke
For Servicing &  

Replacement parts  
for all  

products

July 27 this year marked the 27th anniversary of 
the closure of the Kandos Railway Station and 
former Station Master Bob Tomlinson took the 
opportunity for a stroll around the station to relive 
some memories. A week or so later it was another 
personal milestone for Bob who clocked up 70 
years since he began his career on the railways on 
August 8, 1950 when he first joined as a gatekeeper 
at Borenore near Orange. In those days steam was 
king and when Bob moved to Kandos as Station 
Master, the Mudgee Mail steam train was a regular 
daily passenger service leaving Mudgee at around 

10pm and stopping at Rylstone and Kandos before 
heading towards Brogans Creek, Wallerawang, 
Lithgow and beyond to Strathfield and then Central 
Station, Sydney. It returned early morning to 
complete the circuit.
Bob’s career took him from riding a pushbike to 
work at Borenore (on a gravel road) then, in Bob’s 
words, “everywhere”. He worked at the signal 
boxes in Cronulla, headed to Ivanhoe, Weemala 
and Tullamore. He and his wife Ivy moved to 
Kandos in 1971 where they and their children 
became ‘locals’ and very much part of the fabric 
of the community. Both Bob and Ivy were members 
of many community organisations and contributed 
a lot over the years.
Bob remembers vividly the day the last regular 
steam train service was replaced by diesel and 
then, much more devastating, the closure of the 
Kandos station in 1993. Mudgee station had closed 
around 10 years earlier. These days, it’s always a 
highlight when a train comes to Kandos or Rylstone 
stations and you can usually find Bob somewhere 
in the crowd reminiscing about the golden age of 
country trains.

The last Station 
Master at 
Kandos Railway 
Station, Bob 
Tomlinson takes 
a walk around 
the once-thriving 
town hub on the 
anniversary its 
closure.

A small reminder of the days of steam at Kandos. This 
unique tribute was created by Kandos resident Keith Smith 
in 2014

Children and adults in wheelchairs can now 
experience the joy of being pushed on a swing 
at Robertson Park in Mudgee following the 
installation of a Liberty Swing by Council. A world-
first Australian design, the Liberty Swing provides 
those in wheelchairs, the elderly and those with 
disabilities the chance to swing. Council recently 
completed installation of the Liberty Swing 
following community requests as part of Council’s 
budgeting process. An access key is available from 
Council’s Customer Service Centre or Mudgee 
Region Tourism, both on Market Street. The swing 
is also accessible with an MLAK key for those 
residents who have their own. Shade sail is due to 
be installed over the structure later this year

Georgia Murphy enjoying the new Liberty Swing in 
Robertson Park, Mudgee with her mother Rebecca Murphy 
(left) and carer Moz Sanderson (right)

Entries for the 2020 Country to Canberra 
Leadership Competition for girls aged 10, 11, and 
12 from regional Australia close at 11pm on Friday, 
September 4. The prestigious annual  competition 
awards winners with a ‘Power Trip’ to Canberra 
where they will meet inspiring politicians/CEOs, 
receive leadership and public speaking training, 
tour Parliament, score a mentor, get their work 
published and more. The 2020 Leadership 
Competition question is: ‘Lifting us up’ – How can 
women and girls empower each other and their 
communities in times of uncertainty and change.
There is a 400-600 word limit (excluding any 
references) for written entries. Video entries must 
be kept between 3-4 minutes in length. Participants 
can paste a YouTube link to their video in the 
application. The Power Trip dates are currently 
November 28 to December 2, depending on the 
uncertainty of COVID 19. Entry details and terms 
and conditions are available on the website at:  
countrytocanberra.com.au

Work to widen road shoulders and install safety 
barriers on the Castlereagh Highway at Capertee, 
north of Lithgow is now complete. The $680,000 
upgrade was delivered by the NSW Government 
under the Saving Lives on Country Roads initiative 
- part of the Safer Roads Program. Minister for 
Regional Transport and Roads and Member for 
Bathurst, Paul Toole said this section of road 
previously had little to no road shoulder, and a 
history of crashes, warranting the need for the 
upgrade.
“Investigations revealed in the five years to June 
2016 that there were four crashes, with three 
resulting in serious injuries on this section of road. 
All of the crashes involved vehicles running off the 
road on curves.”
The safety upgrades included installing additional 
signs, roadside barriers and wider road shoulders. 



Way Out facelift

Council Budget

Improving digital connectivityLearning together

Meals on Wheels

Become a member of KRR

Rylstone Kandos District Meals on Wheels (RKMOW) 
supplies frozen meals to anyone who is frail, aged 
or  a younger person with a disability and their 
Carers. You can contact RKMOW on 6379 1519 or 
call into the office at 46 Mudgee Street, Rylstone. 
Office hours are Mondays to Thursdays – 8.30am 
to 4pm and Fridays - 9am to 1pm.

The
RYLSTONE CLUB
Your Friendly Club  

ASM EARTHWORX  
& Rural

Local contractor for all your 
 earthworks and rural needs
Bulldozer with stick rake and 

 tree pusher
CONSTRUCTION of new roads, road 
repairs, new dams, dam de-silting 

& Direct disc drilling.
Truck and Float hire 

Ash Miller

0429 377 191
Email: willow_view@bigpond.com

Phone 6379 1109
For further details

Open Daily 
Bistro Hours

Tuesday Pizza Night 5.30 – 8pm 
Take aways available.

Wednesday Lunch & Dinner.
Thursday Night Dinner - 

Loaded Schnitzel $15.
Friday Lunch & Dinner Specials.

Friday Lunch & Dinner -  
Members Specials.

Saturday Lunch & Dinner.
Sunday Lunch Only  

with the Roast of the day for just $15. 
Bistro Closed Monday 

The theme for this year’s Education Week was 
‘Learning together’. At Kandos Public School, 
students participated in activities that promoted 
working together, problem solving, collaboration, 
speaking and listening. This year, the students 
participated in a virtual presentation (available for 
viewing on the school Facebook page) and a live 
stream where the captains interviewed students 
about their learning and love for Kandos Public 
School. It was an exciting and enjoyable experience 
for all the students.

Luna Rowe and Leo Al-Hermiz  
learning together in Kindergarten.

Volunteers at work, brightening up  
Cementa’s Way Out building in Kandos.

Cementa’s Way Out art space and artist’s 
residency in Angus Avenue Kandos received a 
colourful facelift recently when volunteers got 
together to brighten the place up with a coat of 
paint or two. The former picture theatre, meeting 
place and dance hall has gone through a number 
of changes over the years. Currently leased by 
Cementa, it’s proving to be a valuable asset for 

Applications for the Australian Government’s $53 
million Regional Connectivity Program are now 
open. The Program compliments the existing 
Mobile Black Spot funding program, with a focus 
on both mobile and broadband connectivity. 
According to Federal Member for Calare, Andrew 
Gee it’s an opportunity for regional development 
organisations, telecommunications providers 
and government organisations in the Calare 
community to collaborate on projects and apply for 
funding. Examples of potential projects under the 
program include upgrades to mobile infrastructure 
to improve community access to telehealth, 
remote education and retail internet and phone 
services, and the development of enterprise-grade 
broadband networks to support local agricultural, 
manufacturing and tourism businesses to increase 
their online presence.
“This is a great opportunity for the Calare 
community, telecommunications providers and 
relevant stakeholders to join forces to develop 
targeted project proposals to improve services in 
our local area,” Mr Gee said. 
Applicants can register potential projects, share 
ideas, and link up with other regional communities 
and industry providers via the online Program 
Noticeboard.  Applications are open until 5pm 
October 20. The guidelines and application 
process is available on the Government’s central 
grants website: www.grants.gov.au

the bi-annual contemporary art festival. A number 
of art exhibitions have been held there already and 
it has housed some very interesting visiting artists 
who have used it as their residency during their art 
projects in Kandos. The next Cement Festival will be 
held in October 2021.          

Mid-Western Regional Council’s Operational Plan 
for 2020/21 has been approved with a key focus on 
road improvement, footpath and pedestrian access 
and community infrastructure. The Operational Plan 
includes $78 million in capital expenditure with $25.4 
million set aside for road and bridge maintenance and 
capital expenditure, $6.6 million for the development 
of the Mid-Western Regional Art Gallery and $9.1 
million for the upgrade of Wollar Road through 
Munghorn Gap and upgrades to the Bylong Valley 
Way. Council has been successful in attracting grant 
funding in recent years with more than $23 million 
secured from the NSW and Australian Government 
last financial year.

New members are always welcome 
at Kandos Rylstone Community Radio 
(KRR 98.7 FM). If you’re interested in 
becoming a presenter and doing an on-air 
show, KRR would love to have you join 
them. Training is available and it won’t 
take you long to learn how to use the 
panel and other equipment. Membership 
is only $20 for adults, $10 for juniors, 
pensioners and unemployed and $50 for 
family membership. The station has two 
studios – the main broadcasting studio 
and a production studio, a kitchen with 
microwave, stove, refrigerator, tea and 
coffee facilities and a meeting room. 
Membership includes two free barbecues 
a year for members and their families. 
KRR needs more on-air announcers, so 
if you’ve been thinking of joining, call 
into the station for a membership form 
or check out the information on the 
website at krrfm.org.au. Age is no limit 
and experience is not necessary. It’s 
a great way to meet a group of friendly 
people and be involved in a worthwhile 
community activity. Call the station on 
6379 4360 for more information or check 
out the website where you can also listen 
live through KRR’s live streaming service.



Third Sunday Markets Rylstone MarketsShoebox mission

Connecting businesses

Get Help

Stock sales

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

The Cottage Museum, 
Rylstone is open every 
Sunday from 10am to 

3pm.

  
Scouts and Cubs 

meet at 4.30pm on 
Mondays at Kandos 

Scout Hall.

1 Rylstone Rural Fire 
Brigade meets 1st 

Tuesday of each month 
at 7.30pm - training 

nights on 3rd Tuesdays. 

2 R/K VRA Rescue 
Squad meeting at 

7pm.
*RKB&T meeting at 

6pm.

3
Scrabble on 1st, 3rd 

and 5th Thursday 
of month, 10am at 

Rylstone Club.

4   Rylstone CWA 
meets at 10am.

*Cudgegong Valley 
History Group, 11am to 

3pm at Henbury Sport & Rec.

5
The Kandos Museum 
is open Wednesdays 

to Sundays, 10am 
to 4pm

6 
One Life Family Church 
services, 10am every 

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at 
the corner of Noyes and 
Dunn Streets, Kandos.

7
Pilates classes, 
6pm Mondays 

at St James Hall 
Rylstone.

8
Rotary meets every 

Tuesday at the 
Rylstone Club, 6.30 

for 7pm.

9 The Craft Group 
meets at 10am each 

Wed. at the VRA shed, 
Rylstone.

*Kandos RSL Sub 
Branch meeting.

10
Kandos CPSA meets 
2pm on the second 
Thursday of each 

month at the Kandos 
RSC Club.

11
Ryl. Hosp. Aux. Meetings 
2nd Friday of each month 

at 10am.

12    
Rylstone 
Markets

13
Uniting Church holds 

services at Rylstone at 
9.30am every Sunday. 

14
Yoga with Jodi, 
6pm Mondays, 
$12pp at Stone 
Strength Gym.

15
Walking group every 
Tuesday at 8.30am.

16 
Pop in Playgroup 

10am to 12noon every 
Wednesday..

17
Walking group every 
Thursday at 8.30am.
*Ladies Tennis, 9am 

Thurs. at Henbury 
Sport & Rec. Club.

18
Kandos Art Group, 

Fridays at the Kandos 
CWA Rooms from 11am 

to 2pm.

19 

20
3rd Sunday of the month 
Community Markets at 

the Globe Hotel.

21 22
Twin Town Players meet 

at 6pm on 4th Tues. 
of each month at VRA 

Shed.

23 
Venturers meet at 5pm 

Wednesdays at the 
Kandos Scout Hall.

24  Ryl. CPSA 
meet at 11am at the 
Globe Hotel on the 

4th Thursday of each 
month.

25
Storytime for kids, 10am 

to 11am Fridays at 
Kandos Library

26
KR Singers, 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm Saturdays 
at One Life Church 

Kandos.

27
Rylstone-Kandos Street 
Machine Club meeting 
at 2pm on last Sunday 

of each month.

28 29
Dance to be fit, 

4.45pm every Tuesday 
at St James Hall 

Rylstone.

30 KRR Radio meet 
5.30pm on last Wed. 
of month at 50 Angus 

Ave. Kandos.
* Kandos CWA, 5pm 
on last Wed. of each 

month.

Join the Ukulele Group, 
4.15pm for a 4.30pm 
start on Fridays at the 
Kandos CWA Rooms. 

            
KRR 

Broadcasting 
on 

98.7FM
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September 26…Mudgee, Gulgong and Kandos Pools reopen for the 2020/21 summer swimming season, 
Flavours of Mudgee cancelled for 2020 and will return in September 2021, March 13 and 14, 2021…Fermenta

For all your property needs,  
contact your LOCAL and 

INDEPENDENT Real Estate,  
and Stock & Station Agents

Residential – Rural
Commercial – Sales

Rentals/Property Management

16 Angus Avenue, Kandos NSW 2848
Ph: 02 6379 6668 
Fax: 02 6379 4149
Mob: 0417 241 943

Email: sales@shipmansrealestate.com.au
www.shipmansrealestate.com.au

The next Rylstone Markets are on Saturday, 
September 12 in the grounds of the Memorial Hall 
in Louee Street from 9am until 1pm.   Come along 
and browse the extensive range of quality products 
the region has to offer. The association is always 
looking for more stallholders so if you would like to 
come along and join their group, call in or send them 
an email at rylstonemarkets@gmail.com. 

The Rylstone Sunday Morning Community Markets are 
held every third Sunday of each month in the grounds 
of the Globe Hotel from 9am to 1pm. It’s a community 
based event and organisers welcome stall holders. 

Phone numbers for those who may need help are as 
follows: Life Line – 13 11 14, Beyond Blue – 1300 
224 636, Kids Help Line – 1800 551 800, Men’s Line 
1300 789 978, Domestic Violence Hotline – 1800 737 
732, Agricultural and Animal Services Hot Line – 1800 
814 647, Step-by-Step: Jen Quealy, Leanne Walding, 
Freya Hill - Jen:   jenniferq@gatewayfamilyservices.
org.au, mobile: 0491 136 882, Leanne: leannew@
gatewayfamilyservices.org.au, mobile: is 0490 676 
269, Freya: freyah@gatewayfamilyservices.org.au , 
mobile: 0412 388 557. Rural Adversity Mental Health 
Program: Sonia Cox: Mobile: 0448 125 676, Email: 
Sonia.Cox@health.nsw.gov.au Lifeline Central West: 
Kylie Holford (financial counsellor) Mobile: 0490 
350 885 Email: kholford@lifelinecentralwest.org.au 
Department of Primary Industries: Anthea Chapman 
Email: anthea.chapman@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Mission seeks 
to show unconditional love to children in desperate 
situations due to war or natural disasters. They are 
seeking the donation of one of your empty shoeboxes, 
covered with Christmas paper (or you can purchase 
a pre-printed shoebox for 50c each) and filled with 
items. Filled shoeboxes need to be collected by 
September 27 before the school holidays at the end of 
third term. For a suggestion list, pre-printed boxes or 
information brochures and collection options, please 
contact Sue Garlinge on 6358 8563.

The Mudgee Regional Saleyards is a community 
facility owned and maintained by Council. Located 
at 61 Abattoirs Road, Mudgee, up to 24 sales are 
held at the yards each year. Cattle sales are held 
every Wednesday from 8.30am, followed by sheep 
and lamb sales at 11.30am. Store cattle sales 
are held on the last Thursday of the month from 
1.30pm. All saleyard enquiries should be directed 
to the Saleyard Supervisor on 6378 2750.

Registered business owners in the Mid-Western 
region are now able to join Mudgee Region 
Business, a free online portal connecting 
businesses in the region. The new initiative 
is aimed at helping local businesses promote 
themselves to a local market and get more 
revenue. The portal mudgeeregionbusiness.com.
au has been fully funded by Mid-Western Regional 
Council and forms a part of a range of activities to 
support local businesses in our region. This online 
platform enables local businesses to create a 
listing to increase their visibility, network with other 
businesses, access business only events and find 
new customers and suppliers.


